
 J. GARVIN WALSH

CARDIFF-BY-THE-SEA, CA 92007

September 13, 2022
Trustees,
San Dieguito Union High School District
710 Encinitas Boulevard
Encinitas, CA 92024

Delivery by email

Hon. Trustees,

This letter is to bring to your attention an ethical lapse and dishonesty demonstrated by Trustee 
Julie Bronstein.  The circumstances described reveal a failure by Ms. Bronstein to make truthful 
disclosure in response to discovery demands arising out of litigation in which the District has 
been involved. Accordingly, I urge the Board to examine closely the facts and circumstances 
described herein.

I reviewed certain emails available as public records: 1.) one dated April 9, 2022, which Ms. 
Bronstein sent to attorney Randy Winet and shared with former Superintendent  Cheryl James-
Ward; and 2.) another received by Ms. Bronstein on February 17, 2022, from an individual 
named Adam Fischer.  Copies of both are included herewith.

Ms. Bronstein corresponded with Mr. Winet in his role as outside counsel to the Board in 
litigation pertaining to the decennial redistricting process.  Pursuant to discovery obligations in 
that proceeding, Mr. Winet was charged to gather all of the Trustee correspondence related to 
that matter.

Along with her April 9 message to Mr. Winet, Trustee Bronstein provided inter alia a copy of 
the Fischer email, which was sent at 9:47pm on February 17, during the course of a Regular 
Meeting of the Board. In her message she stated that “Neither of these emails were opened, 
reviewed, referenced or responded to by me during the meeting or anytime thereafter.”  The 
evidence shows that statement to be knowingly and willfully false.

That falsity is demonstrated by Ms. Bronstein’s own words at the February 17 meeting, 
accessible via the video link posted on the BoardDocs page of the District’s website.  The 
remarks in question are directly accessible via this link:  https://tinyurl.com/8tfprhxr. 

Relying on the clock which was visible on the wall behind her, together with the time display on 
the video, I observed that Ms. Bronstein began to speak at approximately 9:50pm. As the video 
reveals, her remarks included this statement:

Maps 7 and  8 make significant changes to racial minority representation, thus
diluting their voting representation, which is actually not permitted under CVRA
and other voting rights law.



Ms. Bronstein’s statement is a nearly exact repetition of the opening statement contained in Mr.
Fischer’s email, which was sent at 9:47pm, approximately three minutes before Ms. Bronstein
spoke:

Maps 7 and  8 make significant changes to racial minority representation, thus
diluting their  voting representation,  which is  not  allowed under CVRA and/or
other voting rights law.

Moreover, Ms. Bronstein’s remarks segued into a recitation of figures describing minority 
representation in the proposed district map then under discussion, citing the exact same figures, 
in the same order, as set forth by Mr. Fischer in his email.

It is inconceivable that these two nearly identical statements by two separate individuals 
occurred by chance within three minutes of each other. 

It is clear that Ms. Bronstein lied when she said that she did not open the email from Mr. Fischer.
By representing those remarks as her own she misrepresented herself to the people of the district.
By failing to respond to Mr. Winet’s disclosure request with candor, and by then lying to him in 
her email, she violated a fundamental duty borne by our elected officials – the duty to be truthful 
when conducting the public’s business.

I have no acquaintance with either Ms. Bronstein nor Mr. Fischer, so I have no insight into why 
Trustee Bronstein would deliberately attempt to conceal Mr. Fischer’s contribution to the 
discussion that evening.  The fact that Ms. Bronstein lied, in writing, in correspondence with the 
District’s attorney regarding active litigation is troubling. Such conduct is unacceptable, and 
individuals who behave in such a manner should not be occupying a position of trust in our 
community.

Respectfully,

J. Garvin Walsh

Att.
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From: Bronstein, Julie on behalf of Bronstein, Julie <julie.bronstein@sduhsd.net>
To: Randy Winet
Cc: Cheryl JamesWard
Subject: April 4 request
Date: Saturday, April 9, 2022 11:51:43 AM
Attachments: Emails.021722.pdf

Dear Mr. Winet,

In response to the public records request served by or on behalf of Trustee Allman on April 4, there are no
responsive documents, emails or communications.  Trustee Allman erroneously concluded from my comment at
the Feb. 17 board meeting that the conversation with a friend was through email or text. In fact, the conversation
took place by phone prior to the start of the Feb. 17 board meeting and is therefore not subject to disclosure.
Should Trustee Allman require a further response, and have a lawful basis to seek such information, such request
should be forwarded to me and a response will be provided accordingly. 

In an effort to be fully transparent and compliant, I reviewed my private email for any and all communication
relating to the subject matter of maps that I received during the Feb. 17 meeting.  I discovered two unsolicited
emails (attached) dated Feb. 17, 2022 -- one from Adam Fisher sent at 9:47 p.m. and one from Robyne
Ruterbusch at 10:02 pm. Neither of these emails were opened, reviewed, referenced or responded to by me
during the meeting or anytime thereafter. Further, I did not respond to or send any emails during the course of the
Feb. 17 meeting.

I trust that this satisfies Trustee Allman’s and plaintiff’s request for information. 

Best regards,
Julie Bronstein

 

 

Julie Bronstein, MPA

(She, her, hers)

Trustee, Area 5 
(Carmel Valley and Pacific Highlands Ranch)

858-461-9895

710 Encinitas Blvd., Encinitas, CA 92024

 

 

The mission of  SDUHSD is to provide a world-class education for all students through quality
programs that engage students, inspire achievement and service to others; and prepares them to

be lifelong learners and responsible members of society.

This communication and any documents, files, or previous e-mail messages attached to it constitute an
electronic communication within the scope of the Electronic Communication Privacy Act, 18 USCA 2510. 
This communication may contain non-public, confidential, or legally privileged information intended for the
sole use of the designated recipients(s).  The unlawful interception, use or disclosure of such information
is strictly prohibited under 18 USCA 2511 and any applicable laws.
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